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ABOUT INDIA FOUNDATION (IF)

India Foundation is an independent research centre focused on the issues, challenges and opportunities of the Indian

polity. The Foundation believes in understanding contemporary India and its global context through a civilizational

lens of a society on the forward move.

Based on the principles of independence, objectivity and academic rigor, the Foundation aims at increasing

awareness and advocating its views on issues of both national and international importance. It seeks to articulate

Indian nationalistic perspective on issues.

India Foundation’s vision is to be a premier think tank that can help understand the Indian civilizational influence on

our contemporary society.

With a team of dedicated professionals based at its office in New Delhi, the Foundation works with partners and

associates both in India and overseas to further its stated objectives.

CENTRES OF STUDY

IF has three centres of specialized studies: Centre for Social and Religious Studies (CSRS), Centre for Security and

Strategy (CSS) and Centre for Constitutional and Legal Studies (CCLS).

1. CSRS, New Delhi: works on research and documentation of issues gripping social, religious and political

sphere. Besides this, it is also instrumental in drafting coherent responses to the emerging challenges from

an India-centric perspective. Managed by a Governing Board of eminent academics and scholars, CSRS

organizes conferences, seminars and discussions on a regular basis in Delhi and in other parts of India in

collaboration with various sections of the society including academia, government and civil society.

2. CSS, New Delhi: works on issues regarding national security and international relations. It works to collate,

interpret, analyse and generate opinion on issues of national importance. Led by a team of former security

professionals and diplomats it engages with Institutions, Governments and individuals both in India and

overseas to forge alliances and develop a common understanding and response to the security challenges



that face the Indian nation. It’s team is made up of people who are of international repute and have

established credentials in their domain areas.

3. CCLS, New Delhi: The study centre is engaged in the study of legal and constitutional issues as they relate

to the Indian Polity. The objective of the Centre is to study the ever evolving legal and constitutional

framework both in India and globally to come up with models and recommendations to further strengthen the

Indian system. The centre also engages in study of various indigenous systems to come up with a model

that may be best suited to the Indian nation and its people. This centre is staffed with eminent jurists and

reputed members of the legal fraternity.

PUBLICATIONS

2011

1. Ayodhya Verdict – A Historian’s Perspective (India Foundation Report 10, February 2011)

This was published in February 2011 and gives the view point of the verdict in the Rama Janma bhumi case

by a well known Brussels based Indologist, Dr. Koenraad Elst who published several books on the Ayodhya

verdict and delivered talks in various cities about this verdict.  Dr. Elst was of the opinion that his issue could

have been settled earlier on the basis of the long-standing Hindu belief.

2. The Great Telecom Fudge (India Foundation Paper 11, March 2011)

This publication was authored by Shri. Arun Shourie. Having been the Minister of Disinvestment,

Communication and Information Technology with the NDA government, Mr. Shourie tries to expose and

counter the many allegations that were leveled against the policies of the NDA. These policies are now seen

by many as allegedly the starting point to the many Spectrum allocation scams that were seen throughout

the UPA II’s tenure.



3. Kerala’s Radical Turn (India Foundation Paper 12, April 2011)

This was published in April 2011 and is a collection of select articles by various authors, detailing the rise

and sustenance of radical Islam in Kerala. In his article, T.G Mohandas details, from history as to how this

spread had begun, while Girish P. details several recent and contemporary anecdotes that elaborate this

premise. There are reports taken from Tehelka’s studies, as well as an article from the Washington Post

(February 5, 2011) authored by Emily Wax that elaborate various strands of arguments to this effect.

4. A Tale of Three Reports (India Foundation Paper 13, April 2011)

This report by P.N. Benjamin details the facts, fiction and politics behind the incidents of violence against

churches in Karnataka.  This report published in June 2011 also details the facts that the Somashekara

Commission gave a ‘clean chit’ stating the apprehension that the Sangha Parivar, BJP or politicians were

involved in the attacks against the churches was baseless.

5. Communal Violence Bill - Cynical and Short Sighted Political Gamble (India Foundation Paper 14, July

2011)

This publication highlights the futility of the Communal Violence Bill by the Government that will dampen the

communal harmony of the nation. Also, a view of various scholars has been brought out in this Report.

6. Our Struggle has been about the Jewish State (India Foundation Paper 15, December 2011)

This publication reproduced the speech delivered by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu at the UN General

Assembly in September 2011. This speech highlighted the fact that he wants peace between Israel and

Palestine, but not at the cost of unrest within Israel itself. He takes the example of the Israeli withdrawal from

Gaza before and how while the whole world had applauded this decision at the time, there has been no

actually progress or improvement in the situation. He suggests in fact, that a sense of civil unrest has

probably increased with militant Islamist elements taking power within these regions.



2012

1. USCIRF's Criticism of India: Ill- informed and Prejudiced (India Foundation Paper 16, February 2012)

is is a rejoinder to the 2011 report of the United States Commission for International Religious Freedom.

Upon a detailed reading of the 2011 report of the USCIRF as regards India, it was found that the

Commission clearly singles out the BJP and the RSS as perpetrators of communal violence, especially

against religious minorities. It was found that the Commission seemed to have glossed over many other

riots, including those of the Congress party workers against the Sikh community, in addition to stating

erroneous statistics, which seemed to be shockingly cavalier.

With inputs from P.N. Benjamin, Ms. Nirmala Sitharaman and Lakshmi Kanta Das, this report written by

researchers at India Foundation in February 2012, was a comprehensive point to point rejoinder to every

detail in USCIRF's report, in addition to exposing the bias in favor of certain political groups that the USCRIF

tends to betray.

2. Hinduism in the Twenty First Century: Challenges and Opportunities, India Foundation Paper 17, May 2012

is a compilation of speeches made by Dr. David Frawley (Pandit Vamadeva Shastri). Requested by India

Foundation, Dr. Frawley had agreed to speak in four different cities of India: Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Kolkata

and Pune. He spoke to different sorts of audiences in the four cities and addressed each gathering on

different topics regarding Hinduism. In Hyderabad, his speech was titled 'Hinduism and its New Expansion in

the Global Context'. In Bengaluru he spoke on 'Hinduism and Sanatana Dharma'. In Kolkata his speech

explored the meaning of religion itself and in Pune he spoke about the role of religion in the modern world.

These four speeches with one more final address expanding upon the challenges and opportunities faced by

Hinduism in the 21st Century are detailed in this May 2012 publication.

3. Evangelism: Impact on Faith, Culture, Economy and Life of Indigenous Tribes of India (India Foundation

Paper 18, September 2012) is a detailed report by journalist Bhavdeep Kang, on a tribunal that was

organized by the India Foundation a year before the publication of the report. The tribunal invited tribes from

all over India to bring forth and talk about the everyday problems they faced in the wake of Evangelists and



their agendas of forcibly converting the former into Christianity. This publication contains the detailed

transcript of the events as they took place at the Tribunal with the Jury’s (KPS Gill, P.C. Dogra, Swami

Atmananda and Suresh Soni) comments also given.

4. The Sino Indian Border Dispute (India Foundation Paper 19, December 2012 )

This document that was reproduced in this publication was originally a document prepared as a top secret

report by the CIA in May 1964, and was declassified only in May 2007. On the occasion of the 50th

anniversary of the Indo-China War, this document, the only known official report that exists (other than the

still classified Henderson Brooks-Bhagat Report) was acquired and published by the India Foundation in

December 2012.

While a many of the observations in this report may be not acceptable, the report provides invaluable insight

into the events that led up to the War of 1962 and the viewpoints of various nations on the same.

EVENTS

1. A two-day National Tribunal was organised in Lok Kala Manch, at New Delhi wherein over 150

representatives from various tribe groups from all over India participated. They voiced their views against the

phenomenon of ‘forced conversion’ into Christianity by aggressive Evangelist groups.

The Tribunal was led by Shri. P.C. Dogra, former Director General of Police, Punjab. The findings,

observations and excerpts of the transcript have all been compiled and published by India Foundation.



2. On December 6th 2011, India Foundation organized a talk on the Middle East Peace Process and Israel’s

Security by Prof. Ifraim Inbar, a Professor in Political Studies at Bar-Ilan University and Director of its

renowned Begin-Sadat Center for Strategic Studies (the BESA Center). Mr. Yashwant Sinha, former Union

Minister for External Affairs was the Chief Guest.  Prof Inbar was an ex member of the Israel Defense Force

(IDF) and was at the time, the Chair for the Academic Committee of the History Department of the IDF. This

programme took place at the India International Center on the evening of the 6 th of December, 2011.

3. The CSS of the India Foundation organized an International Conference on PoK and Northern Areas: The

Way Forward on 2 February, 2012. Shri PC Dogra, former Director General of Police in Punjab and Shri

Yashwant Sinha, Former Union Minister for External Affairs spoke at the Inaugural Session of the

programme. With presentations in 4 sessions by various eminent Professors and strategic experts, this

Conference was held in the IIC at New Delhi. v



4. Lecture Tour of Dr. David Frawley - Dr. Frawley had given speeches in four different cities of India:

Hyderabad, Bengaluru, Pune and Kolkata on different topics regarding Hinduism.

Hyderabad: Hinduism in the Twenty-First Century: Challenges and Opportunities.
Bengalaru: Pluralism and Universalism Within Hinduism
Pune: Vedic Knowledge and the Coming Century
Kolkata: What is Religion and Its Role in the Modern World

India Foundation brought out a publication of his talks in May 2012 as India Publication Paper-17 titled:
Hinduism in the Twenty-First Century: Challenges and Opportunities.

5. A Symposium on US, India, China: Triangle Common Issues and Concerns was held in the India

International Centre, New Delhi. Prof. Walter Anderson, the Director of the South Asia and India Studies at

John Hopkins University, USA and Shri Kanwal Sibbal Former Foreign Secretary of India spoke on the

occasion. This was held in the evening of 7th March, 2012.



6. A Roundtable Conference on India-Sri Lanka Relations was organized by India Foundation. The panel of

speakers had Shri Balbir Punj, Member of Parliament from the BJP, Shri D. Raja, MP from the CPI and Dr.

Subramanian Swamy, President for the Janata Party. This session was moderated by Smt. Nirmala

Sitharaman, a Director of the India Foundation. This was held in the evening of the 9th of May, 2012 at the

IIC in New Delhi.

7. An Interaction with the Ambassador of Israel to India, Alon Ushpiz was held. As a part of this, many

prominent intellectuals were invited to take part in the interaction in which issues that concerned both

countries – India and Israel were discussed and deliberated upon. This interaction was held on the 17 th of

May, 2012 in New Delhi at 30, Aurangzeb Road.

\

8. India Foundation’s Documentary, Maoism: The Red Terror was released and screened on the 28th of June,

2012 with G.K. Pillai, former Union Home Secretary gracing the occasion as the Chief Guest. Shri. Vishwa

Ranjan, Director General of the Chhattisgarh Police also spoke on the occasion. This event was held at

India International Centre.



9. A discussion on the Interlocutor’s Report on Jammu and Kashmir was held by India Foundation and was

chaired by Director Nirmala Sitharaman. The eminent panelists were Shri Arun Jaitley (Leader of Opposition

in the Rajya Sabha), Shri Arif Mohd. Khan (Former Union Minister), Shri Dileep Padgonkar (Chairman,

Interlocutors’ Group) and Dr. Jitendra Singh (Spokesperson off the BJP in Jammu). This programme was

held at the Indian International Center in New Delhi on the 21st of July 2012.

10. A seminar titled Indian Economy: Roadmap to Recovery was held In the Walchand Hirachand Hall of the

Indian Merchants’ Chamber, Mumbai in collaboration with the Indian Merchants’ Chamber. Shri Yashwant

Sinha, former Union Minister for Finance had presided over this Seminar as the Chief Guest. Shri Arun

Shourie (former Union Minister for Disinvestment, Communication and Information Technology) and Shri

Suresh Prabhu (former Union Minister for Power) also spoke at this Seminar that was held on 13th

September, 2012.



11. The foundation laying ceremony for Sanchi University of Buddhist and Indic Studies took place on the 21st of

September, 2012. The foundation stone was laid by the Honorable President of Sri Lanka His Excellency

Mahinda Rajapaksa and the Honorable Prime Minister of Bhutan His Excellency Jigme Y. Thinley in the

august presence of the Honorable Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh, Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan, HE

Governor of Madhya Pradesh Shri Ram Naresh Yadav and various renowned Hindu and Buddhist scholars.

12. CSRS organized an International Conference on Dharma-Dhamma in which religious Hindu and Buddhist

scholars from over 19 countries had participated and given their presentations. The Conference was held

over two days on September 22-23, 2012 in Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh in which the inaugural address was

given by Dr. Prakash Ambedkar, President, Bharipa Bahujan Mahasangh, Mumbai and Dr. Kapil Kapoor,

Professor of English (Retd.), Centre for Linguistics & English, JNU, New Delhi. Dr. Anand Guruge, Dean of

Academic Affairs, University of the West, Los Angeles County, California gave the Keynote address. The

valedictory speech was given by Former Union Minister Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi and renowned scholar

Pandit Vamadeva Shastri (Dr. David Frawley). Honorable Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh Shri Shivraj

Singh Chouhan had graced the occasion as Chief Guest.

13. Cultural Nationalism: The Indian Perspective was a two day national seminar organized by the CSRS of the

India Foundation on 9 and 10 of November, 2012. It was held at the IIC in New Delhi. Prof. Pralay Kanungo¸

Chairperson, Centre for Political Studies, School of Social Sciences, Jawaharlal Nehru University and Prof.

Balagangadhara Rao, Professor, Department of Comparative Sciences of Culture, Ghent University were

the Keynote speakers over the two days. Over these two days, 25 scholars presented their papers. The

valedictory speech was given by Dr. Krishna Gopal.



14. A Conference on India and China: After 5 Decades of the 1962 War was held at the IIC, New Delhi on

November 19, 2012 to discuss on how India has been tackling issues with China after the 1962 War. Gen.

V.P.Malik, Former Chief of Army Staff, Air Chief Marshal Anil Tipnis and Shri Claude Arpi, eminent author

and Tibetologist participated as speakers in the Conference which was chaired by Prof. Srikanth Kondapalli,

Chairman of the Centre for East Asian Studies, JNU, New Delhi.

15. A similar Conference on India and China: After 5 Decades of the 1962 War was also held in Chandigarh and

Bangalore on November 25, 2012. Former Chief of Army Staff Gen. V.P.Malik, Research Professor from

Centre for Policy Research Shri Bharat Karnad, Former High Commissioner of India to Pakistan Shri G.

Parthasarathy and Security Analyst Shri Ram Madhav gave their presentations on the Subject while Air

Chief Marshal Anil Tipnis presided over the Conference.



16. A Round Table discussion on Western and Indic Perspectives of Human Rights had taken place on

December 19, 2012 at the IIC Annexe, New Delhi with Prof. Arvind Sharma, McGill University, Canada as

the key note speaker. He was joined by two discussants Mr. Come Carpentier and Mr. Arif Mohammad

khan, who shared their views on Christian and Islamic perspectives on Human Rights respectively.

PROJECTS

1. Sanchi University of Buddhist and Indic Studies, India

The foundation laying ceremony for Sanchi University of Buddhist and Indic Studies took place on the 21st of

September, 2012. The foundation stone was laid by the Honorable President of Sri Lanka His Excellency

Mahinda Rajapaksa and the Honorable Prime Minister of Bhutan His Excellency Jigme Y. Thinley in the

august presence of the Honorable Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh, Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan, HE

Governor of Madhya Pradesh Shri Ram Naresh Yadav and various renowned Hindu and Buddhist scholars.

This event was followed up with an international academic conference, the International Conference on

Dharma-Dhamma, held in Bhopal that saw a confluence of academics and scholarly minds on Hindu

Dharma and Buddhist Dhamma from all over the world.

2. Sita Mata Temple at Divurumpola, Sri Lanka

Divurumpola is the place where Goddess Sita underwent the ‘test of fire’. IF, in collaboration with the

Mahabodhi Society of Sri Lanka is taking steps to build a temple at this place for which the Foundation

Stone Laying Ceremony was held in the year 2010. The foundation laying ceremony was held in May 2010

in the presence of HH Sri Dayananda Saraswati of Arsha Vidya Gurukulam (Coimbatore), Honourable Shri.

Shivraj Singh Chouhan, the Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh and Honourable Shri. Sachindra Rajapaksa,

the Chief Minister of Uva province of Sri Lanka. Plans for the temple have been finalized and construction

will commence later this year. The ceremony of idol-installation is scheduled to take place in July/August

2013.



3. Tie-up with CASS, China

Centre for Study of Religion and Society (CSRS) and Department of Contemporary Religions, Institute of

World Religions, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (CASS) have mutually agreed to sign a 4-year

bilateral cooperation to establish academic and research cooperation and exchange. This agreement is

likely to come into effect in the second half of 2013 with a delegation of scholars visiting China and

participation in the first joint Conference there.

4. Tie-up with York University, York, United Kingdom

India Foundation is also negotiating with York St John University, UK to hold a Rotation Conference on

Conversion Debates in India. These conferences will highlight the voices of various segments of the Indian

society, which are stake holders or those affected directly or indirectly by conversions so that a

comprehensive understanding of the entire phenomenon of religious conversions including their socio-

cultural economic fallout can be achieved.

5. Tie-up with ‘India Platform, Ghent University, Belgium

IF has initiated discussion with the India Platform at the Ghent University in Belgium for a collaboration on

mutually interested research areas.

6. Collaboration with Institute for Counter Terrorism (ICT), Herzliya, Israel

IF in collaboration with ICT, Israel plans to host a global conference in India, in the year 2013. We are also in

talks with the Police Departments of some state Governments for collaboration in organizing this

Conference.

7. Foundation for India and Indian Diaspora Studies

India Foundation has collaborated with interested groups in the USA in setting up a think-tank by name

‘Foundation for India and Indian Diaspora Studies’ (FIIDDS) at Washington D.C. This Foundation had

organized a Conference on 15 December, 2012. IF and FIIDDS will join hands with a Washington based



think-tank called American Foreign Policy Council to organize an important U.S- India Collaborative

Conference on the Future of Af-Pak region in mid-2013.

INTERNATIONAL DELEGATIONS AND VISITS

1. Tour to Colombo – Visit of Hindu Acharyas  HH Swami Dayananda Saraswati and 5 others – March 2011

2. Tour to China – Shri. Ram Madhav, Shri. Sunil Ambedkar, Shri. Shyam Parande – August 2011

3. Tour of the United States of America – Shri. Arun Jaitley, Dr. Chandan Mitra, Shri. Janardhan Swamy –

September 2011

4. Tour of India – Dr. David Frawley – February 2012

5. Visit to the United States of America – Shri. Yashwant Sinha – May 2012

6. Visit to Singapore – Smt. Sushma Swaraj, Shri. Balbir Punj, Shri. Ananth Kumar, Dr. Chandan Mitra –

September 2012

7. Visit to the United States of America – Shri. Shivraj Singh Chouhan – October 2012

WEBSITE

Nearing the end of the year 2012, India Foundation has started a revamp of its website (www.indiafoundation.in).

The revamped website seeks to be a comprehensive one, carrying India Foundation’s publications, and

documentaries, along with articles and op-eds written by the many intellectuals and scholars who have worked with

us over the past many years. We also aim to make our website a virtual mini-library of sorts by bringing to light many

underrated write-ups and news features that may have not have received deserved attention, in the age of a touch-

and-go-breaking-news media.
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